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PROGRESS REPORT 
 

On realization by the MLA member states of the Plan of Measures for the implementation of the Concept of Development of 
Road Traffic along the Transport Corridor Europe-the Caucasus-Asia approved  

at the IGC Meeting in Brussels in October 2010 
 
At present partial information on realization of the Plan of Measures’ issues was submitted by the NS of Azerbaijan, Armenia, Bulgaria, 
Georgia, Iran, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Turkey, Romania, Ukraine and Uzbekistan. 
 
On the basis of the submitted data the following comparative analysis of the Plan realization can be made for the above given countries 
only: 
 
 
 

 
№ 

Action Plan (actions)   Actions
effectiveness 

evaluation  
Realization measures undertaken in 2012 in TRACECA 

countries  

Difficulties in 
the realization 

of the task 

 
Proposals and recommendations 

 To work on accession to 
the International 
Convention on 
Harmonization and 
Simplification of Customs 
Procedures, 1973 
(amended and added in 
1993). 
 

 The following TRACECA countries – Azerbaijan, Bulgaria, 
Iran, Kazakhstan, Romania, Tajikistan, Turkey and 
Ukraine acceded to the Convention as of 1/01/2012.  
The other countries undertake procedures of interagency 
coordination: 
 
In Armenia and Georgia the revised Kyoto Convention on 
“Harmonization and Simplification of Customs Procedures” 
was translated into the national language and presently it is 
in the process of internal procedures. 
Kyrgyzstan is working on accession to this Convention. 
In Uzbekistan the issue of accession of the Republic to the 
International Convention will be considered upon adoption 
of a new version of the Customs Code elaborated in view of 
the provisions of the International Convention on 
Harmonization and Simplification of Customs Procedures, 

 The internal procedures in the 
countries which did not accede to 
the Convention are required to 
be accelerated  
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1973 (amended and added in 1993).  

 Examination of the 
introduction of the permit-
free (non-licensing) system 
in the TRACECA region  

 Moldova, Tajikistan, Turkey, Ukraine support the idea of 
introducing a permit-free system for international road 
transport within the ITC TRACECA  
 
Azerbaijan, Bulgaria, Georgia, Kazakhstan oppose this 
proposal 
 

 
 

 
Under the auspices of the UN ECE Turkey worked out the 
“Draft Convention Aligning Bilateral Agreements on 
International Road Transport with the Mandatory Rules 
of Multilateral Instruments Governing International 
Road Transit”, for the consideration of the relevant 
Working Party on Road Transport (September 2010).  An 
informal group of experts has been formed to examine the 
draft Convention and to explore the issue of   “qualitative 
restrictions imposed on international road transport of 
goods “. At the first meeting of the informal expert group on  
29 February 2012 the draft Convention was discussed 
among the participant countries. The Convention was 
translated to other UNECE languages and the comments of 
the member countries will be discussed at the next 
meeting. (Article V of the GATT, which states the “freedom 
of transit” is one of the legal basis during the preparation of 
this draft Convention.) 
 

 It is recommended for the 
remaining 5 countries to inform 
the PS on the official position of 
the country regarding this issue  
 
The opinion of Iran: 
 
Since the taxes and charges 
exempted in a number of 
TRACECA countries on  vehicles 
in international road traffic are 
sufficiently great it is necessary 
to examine this issue during the 
WG meeting. The Iranian Party 
as well considers it reasonable to 
introduce a single regional civil 
insurance system which is 
needed for regional hauliers.   

 To elaborate single 
integrated strategic 
document for monitoring 
and joint border control 
according to the scenario 
“single window – one 

 There were organized joint border customs control posts 
between some TRACECA countries  (Turkey-Georgia, 
Kazakhstan-Kyrgyzstan, Ukraine-Moldova). Presently 
there have been worked out the technological scheme 
projects for organization of joint customs control, agreed 
preliminarily the places for the state control authorities. The 

 It is recommended that the 
TRACECA countries, which have 
not so far applied such practice, 
to become familiar with the 
practices of their colleagues  
from the states mentioned above 
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stop”, proposals on joint 
examination of goods and 
motor vehicles, 
coordination of competent 
authorities. Regulation of 
customs services’ activity 
in order to avoid closing of 
the borders unilaterally. 

Georgian Party came forth with suggestion to share its 
experience with other interested countries in the matters of 
management of joint BCPs. 

 

The realization of measures for implementation of this task 
is on-going in the following countries:  

In Azerbaijan since 2010 the “single window” principle has 
been implemented at the border customs posts.  In 
Armenia with support of the EU there was launched the 
development of the BCP project directed to the 
reconstruction of 4 security check points and rehabilitation 
of the infrastructure. Feasibility Study of the project was  
drafted, the implementation was planned for 2012, 
  Within the introduction of the complex border 
management system with the adjoining countries the 
negotiations on the draft agreement of joint use of the 
customs points Bagratashen-Sadakhlo, “Gogavan-Guguti’’ 
and “Bavra-Ninotsminda” have been carried on since 2010 
between the governments of the RA and Georgia. 
  The draft agreement was submitted for interagency 
coordination – to ensure the subsequent process, and 
quite recently it has been signed at the high level between 
these countries.  
In Georgia the joint use of land border crossing points is 
one of the important parts of the effective border control 
strategy. Currently the Government of Georgia is working 
hard with the Government of the Republic of Turkey to 
elaborate single integrated strategic document. For this 
purpose there was signed the Agreement, Memorandum 
and Protocol which abolishes the duplication of identical 
procedures by the competent authorities of the sides at the 
customs crossing points located on borders of Georgia 
and the Republic of Turkey. 
- The Agreement between the Government of Georgia 

and the Government of the Republic of Turkey 
concerning the joint use of land customs crossing 
points of “Sarpi – Sarp”, “Kartsakhi  – Cildir/Aktas” and 

and to proceed with the activities 
within the framework of the 
subsequent realization of this 
item for the implementation of 
the provisions of the relevant 
conventions and the “single 
window” principle. 

 In a number of countries it is 
necessitated to realize measures 
regarding the improvement of 
cooperation among state 
supervisory bodies for integrated 
management of the state border 
where all supervisory bodies at 
the state border work on the 
“single office” principle. 
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“Akhaltsikhe – Posof/Turkgozu”. 
- Memorandum og Understanding between the 

Government of Georgia and the Government of the 
Republic of Turkey on the joint use of customs 
crossing points. 

- Protocol between the Customs authorities of Georgia 
and the Republic of Turkey on the details for electronic 
data exchange regarding the international movement 
of passengers, vehicles and goods. 

The abovementioned procedures will be carried out after 
the online information interchange will be started, this will 
significantly increase effectiveness of the control and will 
reduce the length of necessary procedures for border 
crossing and expenses related with that. 
For now, the joint border control system is in test regime. 
Currently we are testing the electronic data exchange 
system.   
 
The Government of the Islamic Republic of Iran agreed 
with Turkey on the System of customs border check 
points, as well as provided for opening of joint border 
check points with Armenia (already agreed). 
At the same time there are on-going the negotiations on 
opening of joint customs check points with Azerbaijan and 
Afghanistan.                
In Kazakhstan there was developed and approved the 
Instruction on the coordination and placement of 
supervisory bodies in exercising control at the state  
security check points. The instruction specifies joint 
actions of territorial units of the supervisory bodies in 
exercising control over freight vehicles of foreign and 
national hauliers at the border check points. Control at the 
check points across the border is exercised according to 
the “one stop shop” and “single window” concepts.  

In  Kyrgyzstan the Strategy for development of the 
customs service for  2011-2013  envisages the transfer of 
primary control to the customs service on the borders. 
In 2010 in Tajikistan the Government of the Republic by its 
order approved the programme for implementation of the 
“single window” concept for export-import and transit 
procedures registration and its implementation is under 
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way. Since April 2012 at road posts there was introduced 
the “one stop shop” principle. 
On 20.03.2012 in Turkey the official newspaper there was 
published the instruction of the Prime Minister of Turkey 
regarding coordination of the “Single window” system in the 
Republic of Turkey. The Ministry of Customs and Trade 
was designated as the coordinator of the “Single window’ 
system, all other relevant departments were charged with 
rendering support to the study of the “single window” 
concept, giving much consideration to this process and 
providing coordination.   
In Uzbekistan in connection with diversified control 
arrangement at border check points with the adjacent 
states, the integrated joint control is presently deemed 
impossible, and the operating conditions are regulated in 
accordance with bilateral agreements on state border 
crossing check points and the Law of the Republic of 
Uzbekistan on “State Border”.     
In Ukraine the work is on-going regarding the 
implementation of the project “single window – one stop”.      
 

 To introduce the system of 
electronic preliminary 
declaration of the 
transported cargo (TIR-
EPD). 

 As of the beginning of 2012 the TIR-EPD system has been 
functioning in 4 TRACECA countries: Bulgaria, Romania, 
Moldova, Georgia. For the reporting period Kazakhstan, 
Turkey, Uzbekistan and Ukraine joined this system. 
Thereby the TIR-EPD system is functioning in 8 TRACECA 
countries. 
 
Besides, in Ukraine on the basis of Training Consultative 
Centre AsMAP there are held workshops assisting hauliers 
to understand the TIR-EPD system. In partnership with  
IRU the submitted documents are analyzed, the electronic 
system data are verified, the reasons of refusal, additional 
forwarding, rejection of EPD by the customs authorities are 
clarified. 

To extend the geography of the TIR-EPD system the 
negotiations with a number of TRACECA countries are on-
going regarding the accession to this information system.   

  

 To mobilize joint efforts of 
the Parties in 

 The Customs Committee of Azerbaijan carries out step-by-
step activity regarding modernization of the customs posts 

Insufficiency of 
financial means 

It is recommended that the work 
for the modernization of security 
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modernization of the 
TRACECA customs posts 
applying recent 
technologies (X-Ray 
scanning of motor 
vehicles), enlargement of 
the posts’ infrastructure in 
order to increase their 
capacities. 
 

applying recent technologies. 
In Armenia all border check points are equipped with X-
Ray scanning of freight vehicles.  
 Within the implementation of the complex management of 
the border with the adjacent countries it is envisaged to 
completely reconstruct check points in the Republic of 
Armenia “Bagratashen”, “Bavra”, “Gogavan” and to equip 
them with current technology. 
In Bulgaria the existing X-Ray scanning systems were 
upgraded, new ones were purchased and installed. 
Presently in Georgia there are three stationary and three 
portable vehicles scanning systems. It is planned to equip 
all major check points with the X-ray scanning.   
In Iran X-Ray scanning systems for trucks were installed in 
the following points: 

A) – Border point Astara (Iran – the border with 
Azerbaijan) 

B) –Dugarun (Iran – the border with Afghanistan) 
C) – Port Bandar-Abbas 

According to the schedule the installation of the equipment 
for X-Ray scanning in Sarakhs, Badjiran border point on the 
border with Tajikistan should be completed by May 2014. 
The installation of the equipment for X-Ray scanning of 
trucks at 18 more border points will be completed by the 
end of 2014.  
 
The customs authorities of Kazakhstan with the view of 
reducing the time of vehicles passage and increasing the 
capacities of border check points these were upgraded with 
current high-technology equipment, including the customs 
examination complexes to scan the vehicles in the number 
of 15 units.  
The measures within the framework of the Strategy for 
development of the State Customs Service of the Kyrgyz 
Republic for 2011-2013 are being realized in Kyrgyzstan 
(development of check points infrastructure).  
In Romania the X-Ray scanning systems were installed at 
the check points  of Khalmeu, Sigkhet , Siret, Stantsa, 
Konteshti, Skuleni, Albita, Oantsea, Djurdjulesht, Djaov, 
Constantsa,  Constantsa Sud Agidjea , Portiy de Fler and 
Moravitsa.  

in the budget of 
the customs 
authorities   

check points be accelerated. 
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With financial support of international organizations in 
Tajikistan the activities for customs posts modernization 
are steadily carried out. 
According to the data for January 2013 Turkey 
modernized the following check points: security check 
points   Sarp (Turkey-Georgia), Khabur  (Turkey-Iraq), 
Chivegezu (Turkey-Syria), Kapikule (Turkey-Bulgaria), 
Khamzabeyli (Turkey-Bulgaria). The objective consists in 
the reduction of time at the border points and increasing 
the effectiveness by means of new technologies. 
Dereköy ; Hamzabeyli , Kapıkule (state border with 
Bulgaria) Kapıköy and Esendere (state border with Iran); 
Gürbulak, Dilucu (state border with Iran) were provided 
with current equipment. 
In Uzbekistan with support of international organizations 
and some foreign states the border check points are 
equipped with stationary and portable scanning systems. 
Within the Investment Forum the STC of the Republic 
put forward the proposal on financing of the 
corresponding infrastructure project.  
In Ukraine there is implemented the State targeted law-
enforcement programme “Construction and 
reconstruction of the state border” including: 
- Construction of the state border and its technical 

equipment according to the European standards; 
- Creation of favourable conditions for the 

development of trans-boundary cooperation and use 
of transit potential of Ukraine.    

 To harmonize the 
requirements for weight 
and sizes of motor 
vehicles, to introduce 
International Certificate on 
Weighing Motor Vehicles 
within the framework of 
Annex 8 to the 
International Convention 
on the Harmonization of 
Frontier Controls of Goods, 
of 1982. (UN ECE). 
 

  
At present this action of the Plan of Measures is realized 
within the framework of procedures for implementation of 
the Annex 8 to the International Convention on the 
Harmonization of Frontier Controls of goods of 1982. 
In Bulgaria it is not provided to introduce International 
Certificate on Weighing Motor Vehicles within the 
framework of Annex 8 to the International Convention on 
the Harmonization of Frontier Controls of Goods of 1982  
(UN ECE). Controls of weight and sizes of motor vehicles is 
done in accordance with the relevant EU legislation. in  
2008 Bulgaria approved the decision of the EC Council of 
Ministers on the endorsement on behalf of the EU of the 
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Annex 8 to the Convention on the Harmonization of frontier 
Controls of Goods of 1982 (UN ECE) (The Council 
Decision of 29.08.2008)    

Annex 8 to the International Convention on the 
Harmonization of Frontier Controls of Goods (1982) was 
ratified by the Parliament of the Republic of Turkey on 25 
June 2012. (Turkey has been the Party to the said 
Convention since 2004). The Directorate General for Road 
Transport Regulation (Ministry of Transport) is in charge of 
the management and controls of weight and dimensions of 
commercial vehicles, as well as stations operating for this 
purposes. The target is to check control the weights and 
dimensions of commercial vehicles in line with the relevant 
EU legislation. (Regulations 96/53/EC and 2002/7/EC) 

 
In this regard, existing 21 WDC stations have been 
upgraded and renovated through national funds. 
Additionally, 54 new control stations have been established 
and have been operating. Apart from this, 23 control 
stations will be built by the EU financial contribution.   
 
In Ukraine in accordance with the Order of the Ministry of 
Infrastructure there was established the WG on preparation 
of a new publication of the Law of Ukraine “On Road 
Transport”. The draft Law contains main requirements 
effective in the EU countries, particularly, regarding the 
movement of vehicles exceeding  weight and size 
parameters (The Directive of the EU Council N 96/53/EU of 
25 June 1996, which defines the maximally acceptable 
weights and sizes for certain vehicles operating in the EU 
territory)  
At the same time it should be noted that in April 2004 the 
CIS member states signed the Agreement to Introduce 
International Certificate on Weighing Motor Vehicles. At 
present this Agreement is effective in the territory of the 
following TRACECA countries: Armenia, Kazakhstan, 
Kyrgyzstan, Moldova, Tajikistan, Ukraine. 
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For instance, in Kazakhstan for the period from 2011 till 
March 2013 within the framework of this Agreement 342 
Certificates were issued to hauliers.     

 To undertake the activity 
on accession to the 
International Convention 
on the Harmonization of 
Frontier Controls of Goods, 
of 1982. (UN ECE). 

 The task is completed. All countries have acceded to this 
Convention.  

  

 To bring the normative 
legal basis of the 
TRACECA countries in 
compliance with the 
requirements of Annex 8 to 
the International 
Convention on the 
Harmonization of Frontier 
Controls of Goods, of 1982 
(UN ECE).      

 Step-by-step work is carried out in Azerbaijan.   

 To develop draft proposals 
on the introduction of the 
TRACECA identification 
stamp put down by the 
customs authorities of the 
MLA Parties during 
registration of the customs 
documentation for 
international road traffic in 
accordance with the MLA 
TRACECA 

 The design of the TRACECA identification stamp was 
developed at the Yerevan IGC Meeting. 

 It is recommended that the 
Parties use the TRACECA stamp 
in execution of documents for 
international road traffic.  

 To regulate the activity 
applying the principle of 
prior passage of motor 
vehicles carrying 
perishable foodstuffs on 
the basis of the Agreement 
(ATP)  

 For the reporting period the ATP Agreement was acceded 
by Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan and Turkey.  
Therefore as of 31.12.2012 11 TRACECA countries 
acceded to this Agreement. 
Within the framework of the European Union Project 
“Development of Equipment Certification Centers for 
Transportation of Perishable Goods in Central Asia” there 
were set testing laboratories for coating and refrigerating 
machines on vehicles with adjustable temperature regime 
used for transportation of perishable goods. 
In Kazakhstan within the framework of implementation of 
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the ATP Agreement 531 corresponding certificates were 
issued to hauliers during 2009-2012. The period of validity 
of ATP certificates – 3 years. 
The issuance of such certificates facilitates the 
development and simplification of trade in the field of 
transportation of perishable goods at the regional and 
interregional level.   
There is not any information from Armenia and Iran on the 
measures undertaken at the national level regarding the 
accession to this Agreement. 

 To elaborate and submit 
for discussion the issues of 
simplification procedure of 
the visas issue to 
professional drivers of 
motor vehicles in the 
TRACECA region 
(including Schengen 
visas), 
  

 Visa regime negatively influences the freight traffic in the 
direction Asia – Europe. In some states visas are issued to 
drivers not at the border, but in consulates or embassies 
and visa issuing procedures take longer than planned. The 
drivers operating international road transport in a number of 
countries should supply a long set of documents and it is a 
problem to get multi-entry visas.  

 In order to ensure gradual 
solution of the problem, it is 
recommended that the Ministries 
of Foreign Affairs of TRACECA 
countries (or other competent 
body) to be involved in the 
process. 
The opinion of Iran: 
Since it takes long to issue entry 
visas for drivers in international 
road traffic with destination to 
any TRACECA country it is 
recommended that the issue of 
transit visas be organized at 
border check points   for drivers 
moving in transit through the 
territory of TRACECA countries 
in case there is the existing entry 
visa to the country of destination 
in a driver’s passport. This issue 
should be examined at the 
relevant Working Group. 

 To prepare proposals on 
the establishment of the 
simplified system of one-
year visas to be issued to 
professional drivers of the 
TRACECA region on the 
principle of creation of the 
road operators database. 
. 

 It is necessary to proceed with concluding agreements on 
the simplified system of visas issuance. Currently the 
relevant agreements between the EU and a number of 
TRACECA countries have been already made, the 
agreements with other countries are being negotiated. 
At present Georgia is the only country of the TRACECA 
region where visas for drivers are not needed. 
A number of countries, as for example Armenia and 
Georgia, annulled visas for the EU citizens. 
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 To organize cooperation 

with competent authorities 
of Turkmenistan 
concerning visa 
procedures within the 
framework of bilateral and 
multilateral meetings. 
 

 The activity in this regard continues. The Secretary General 
of the PS IGC TRACECA had a series of the high-level 
meetings with the leadership of Turkmenistan.  
A number of TRACECA countries, for example Ukraine 
addressed the proposal to Turkmenistan on establishing 
visa-free regime for drivers operating in international road 
traffic. 

  

 To organize containers 
and humanitarian goods 
delivery to Afghanistan 
along the TRACECA 
corridor by road transport 
under the favourable 
regime and transit 
facilitation.     
 

 Gradual activities go on.    

 To develop and to apply 
technological schemes in 
organization of traffic in 
road-ferry communication, 
particularly organization of 
regular ferry transport of 
motor vehicles on the 
Caspian Sea, to provide  
planned loading of ferry 
ships with containers and 
motor vehicles in the 
Trans-Caspian direction,  
creation of a single 
operator and its activities. 
 
To elaborate the issue of 
organization of motor 
vehicles parking in the 
ferries and container 
terminals of accumulators 
in the ports of Poti, Baku, 
Aktau, Turkmenbashi and 
the northern ports of Iran 

 On the Caspian Sea there was organized a regular Ro-Ro 
communication among the countries of the South 
Caucasus and Central Asia. These vessels ship vehicles 
only. The traffic volumes for the reporting period in the 
marine area have many times increased. 
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applying the rules of motor 
transport operation within 
the regional route arm. To 
establish close cooperation 
with major consignors of 
container freight and 
forwarding companies, 
flexible tariff rates of 
containers warehousing 
and transit turnover in the 
ports. 

 To elaborate the issue of 
applying the technology of 
container-contrailer traffic 
across the territory of 
Kazakhstan, flexible 
approach to tariff 
regulation. 

 The activity within the framework of the “Silk Wind” Project 
is on-going. At present container traffic is carried out across 
the territory of the Republic of Kazakhstan according to 
the announced scheme. The tariffs level for cargo carriage 
is determined by the Agency for Natural Monopolies 
Regulation (AREM).     

 It is recommended to intensify 
activities in this area jointly with 
the technical assistance project 
“LOGMOS - 2” 

 Implementation and 
application of the MLA 
Articles and Protocols in 
the field of transit, 
realization of the main 
aims and objectives of the 
Almaty Programme of 
Actions - 2003 as regards 
satisfying special demands 
of the landlocked 
developing countries in the 
new global framework for 
cooperation in the field of 
transit traffic between the 
landlocked developing 
countries and transit 
developing countries 
(APA), 

  In Azerbaijan, Armenia, Georgia, Kazakhstan, 
Kyrgyzstan, Moldova, Tajikistan and Uzbekistan 
there were taken measures regarding the development 
of transport infrastructure, streamlining border crossing 
procedures and implementation of customs reforms, 
higher road safety, etc. There were undertaken 
necessary measures concerning the accession to the 
relevant international Agreements and Conventions, 
recommended by the UN ECE or ESCAP.        

Within the framework of UN ESCAP there was initiated 
the elaboration of the draft intergovernmental 
agreement on the so-called “dry ports”. This framework 
agreement will define the criteria of “dry ports” 
development and enable the landlocked countries to 
integrate closer in the world economy. The signing of 
the Agreement is scheduled for the end of 2013.      

  

 Permanent scheduled 
activity for identification of 
the bottlenecks and 
administrative barriers in 
the TRACECA corridor for 

 The TRACECA National Commissions carry out needed 
activities in this respect. The issues of removing barriers 
are regulated bilaterally, within the Road WG the relevant 
measures are a matter of discussions.   
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the purpose of their 
solution and removal. 
 
 
Establishment of a Joint 
Working Group within the 
framework of Technical 
Annexes on International 
Road Transport and 
Customs and 
Documentation 
Procedures, joint meetings 
on the Concept realization. 
  

 Effective operation of the 
“TRACECA Hot Line”, 
organization of the Hot 
Line activities in the 
frontier zone in the whole 
transit area of the Europe-
the Caucasus-Asia 
corridor.  
 

 In a number of TRACECA countries, for example in 
Azerbaijan this system operates efficiently.   

  

 Exchange of experience 
between the TRACECA 
region countries and the 
actions against corruption 
and illegal extortions on 
the road by officials of the 
MLA countries. 

 This task is fulfilled within the Road WG, particularly the 
Georgian Party took the initiative in this regard.  

  

 Cooperation with financial 
institutions concerning joint 
identification of projects 
dealing with construction of 
the missing and 
straightening areas of 
infrastructure and auxiliary 
infrastructure objects in the 
TRACECA priority lines 
and corridors, elaboration 
of investment proposals on 

 Constant efforts in the TRACECA countries go on, 
including within the arrangement of the next TRACECA 
Investment Forum.     
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planned financing with the 
participation of the private 
sector. 
 

 Close cooperation with 
international organizations 
– UN ECE, UN ESCAP, 
the World Customs 
Organization, IRU, 
financial institutions 

 Intensive activity continues within the realization of joint 
initiatives both at the national level and by the PS.   

  

 
 
 
 
 


